


Bristol Group Ramblers

As members of the Ramblers we promote walking, protect the
rights of way, campaign for access to open country and the
coastline and defend the beauty of the countryside.

We have regular walks of varying distance and difficulty on
Saturday mornings, Sundays and Wednesdays. In the Spring and
Summer we have shorter walks on Tuesday and Thursday
evenings. Our walks on Wednesdays and Tuesday evenings are
usually accessible by public transport.

Non-members are most welcome. After a few walks they will be
invited to join the Bristol Ramblers Group. We have a
membership of almost 1000 walkers in Bristol and over 2000 in
the West of England area.

For details of membership and our walks programme visit
www.bristolramblers.org.uk. Then just choose a walk to
suit your ability and contact the walk leader to introduce yourself
and obtain further details.

Even though these walks are within the city, suitable footwear
and a waterproof are still advised. All of the walks are accessible
by public transport. The times for buses and trains can be

checked at www.travelinesw.com. We have done our best to
provide accurate and up to date information, but services are
liable to alteration at short notice.

Whilst every effort has been made to check the routes in this
book, mistakes do happen and the city is subject to changes, so
neither Bristol City Council or the Ramblers can accept
responsibility for any inconvenience this may cause. To advise of
mistakes or recommend new walks for future editions contact
Bristol City Council at transport.plan@bristol.gov.uk or
0117 9036701.

Neither Bristol City Council or the Ramblers necessarily endorse
the opinions expressed by the authors of the walks.

All rights reserved. No parts of this publication may be
reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any
form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying,
recording or otherwise, without the prior permission of the
publishers.



Introduction

Walking is the simplest and cheapest form of travel and also one
of the best forms of exercise. It helps you to feel good, reduces
stress, increases your energy levels, reduces blood pressure and
helps you to sleep better at night. It is a very good way to help
you to lose weight.

Walking also helps you to appreciate the city that you live in.
Other forms of transport race you past those lovely views or small
points of historic interest. They make it more difficult to pop in to
that small shop or stop off for a drink and a bite to eat. Walking
lets you appreciate all of these at a Ieisurely pace.

In 2002 Bristol City Council and Bristol Group Ramblers
collaborated to produce a delightful publication called ‘Bristol
Backs — Discovering Bristol on Foot’. This book contained 27
walks around the city, all over varying length and all taking in
various features of this great city.

The book was intended to be sold, as it had been lovingly
produced to a high quality. Unfortunately, this meant that when
stocks began to run low, the cost of re-production proved to be
prohibitive.

It seemed a real shame that access to these walks could be
denied to so many people, so it was decided to re-produce a
selection of these in a smaller format. The beauty of this new
publication is that it will be free for all to enjoy.

Trying to decide which walks to exclude was very difficult and
this led us to producing two booklets, one for the north and east
of the city and the other for the south and central. You may wish
to pick up the one that is local to you or both of them to explore
other parts of the city. Although a number of walks are in or
close to the city centre a conscious effort has been made to take
these walks to the majority of the population out in the suburbs.
There are some little gems in the most unexpected of places.

So please, go out and walk around your city and enjoy its little
hidden pleasures and explore those alleys and lanes that you
might not have known existed and if it means that you
occasionally leave the car at home, it will have all been worth it.






Montpellier - Purdown - A)a//é

Description:  This walk commences in inner Bristol but soon leads along urban
paths that beckon the rambler into open countryside with fine
views of Bristol and distant countryside banishing the experiences
of traffic jams and fumes.

Length: 6 miles. (2.5 to 3 hours)

Refreshments: St Werburgh'’s City Farm Café: Wed.-Sun. 10.00am-4.00pm. The
Farm Public House. Cookies Café, Gainsborough Square. 7 days a

week, King George VI Inn, Filton

Transport: Bus Services 70 and 73 serve both the beginning and end of the
walk. Alight at ‘the Arches’ (the Gloucester Road /Cheltenham
Road junction) and walk up Station Road to Montpelier Station
(approx 300 yards). Return from the King George VI inn.
Trains to Montpelier station on the Severn Beach Line, but no
direct connection back from Filton Abbey Wood to Montpelier.

Taking the footbridge over  ahead into Balmora/ Koad — Montpelier Station I was once so well

2he ralevay line ot and then Zake the r/}]/yz‘ used by commercial travellers that extra
Mordpelier station, climb — +ork into Yerlingham porters were needed on a Monday
2he steps to Cropuvel/ Koad, cwhich 5"\/85 #ine morning to handle their samples. Even in
Koad and Zern r ’3/72‘ - Views of Che city. the '50s, it was staffed by two booking
tWhere the road bears clerks, four porters, a checker and a

left continue strag/t weighbridge attendant. Like all the



stations on the line, it has since been The communications tower, such a
vandalised officially and unofficially. The prominent feature later in the walk, can
only remaining building has been brightly be viewed in the distance.

decorated in twenty-first century neofolk

tyle. Th I ﬁv yfll\/l ¢ |'u y Lgnoring Side paths,
Sy?' ©5pe mg o hMontpefier was contintte 50@3/7{ ahead
decided by the railway company. & St erd, 1 s O z‘y

The Lord Protector really did have a
connection with Cromwell Road, but the
farmhouse he used during a siege of
Bristol was demolished by the
Victorians.

On react. /45/7/& /]
cross o the z‘armac
Foot ‘Pl h opposite via
Zhe Z‘ra/’/’c rs/land z‘a%/
care across tAs m@or
Z‘/?oroag/*npare. Intially
dowontull, hotses are
[eft behind as one
pPasses allot merds on
both Sides of the paLA.

Farm B Tern rz3/7z‘ at St
Werburgh's City Farm,
dowon aZ‘ercreSS e oad
Chen left into Mina K oaa/
Zo Bolling tells Koad and
wnder rarleoay ér/a’je C J

The railway line is the main line to Cardiff
built to serve the New Passage ferry
crossing at Aust, then slightly diverted
through the Severn Tunnel. It goes also,
via Bristol Parkway, to Birmingham, the
original Midland Railway link into Bristol
having been closed and converted to a
route for pedestrians and cyclists.

Contincte to Muller Koad
and cross at the traffic
lights. Climé and cross
Che Fleld/ recreation

3roand diagonally

Upeoards Cowards Zhe
Zop (eas?) correr. Close
Zo Che corner there is a
a)/a/e 3@0 /n Z‘/?e /‘/5/7{ -/762/70/
hedge. Pass throwgh Zo



2he next Fleld and very
Soon Curn left o a
Sirvlar gap on the /efZ.
YWead Zocoards an old
Slone 3@8/9055 a the
ea’ge of the Fleld ahead.

Tetrn lef? aga/n across
the grass with Che ﬁec/je
on The /ef? a[m/'/g £or
anat her pOSZ‘ OPPO\S/‘f& a
howse. Where Che track
meel's the Carmac road,
pass through Lo metal
Sa)//?g ales Z‘c\) Zern rg/’lz(
into Sir John s Lane .
Contincte the Fui// /e/gz‘h
of fﬁe /ane a)/Z(/7
Lockleaze p/czy/‘ig Flelds
on Che left and vieews Zo
Che west. Pass Che
communcations tocer A
and cortinue on 2o the
dird Zrack. Shordhy veer
Zo Zhe /‘/3/7Z‘ a a J&(ncz(/on
of’ pa hs passing Lhrowgh

Zhe gen emplacemernts of
Zhe former Purdocon
Camp.

Alternative link path to Lockleaze--On
reaching broken gate take the middle of 3
paths and walk diagonally across the field
to church to go to Lockleaze. Retrace
route to re join the walk

At the tower note the fine views south
and east over the city to the countryside
north of Bath.

Contintte on o a grass
Zrack in a north-easterhy
direction cwhere a coire
Ffence cill qppear on Che
Ng/?f . Just before a 947
n the /7ec/38 alead, Cetrn
/)Ci/ 7(’ /efi on an /.n/‘Z‘/Ad//y
Indistinct paz% and aim
Ffor the left-hand ea’je of
the woods atead, Aeyona/
which may be Seen a
betrat Lree sturp, parthy
black and pardhy white.

3&#&4«)&2}/

Pass this stump B bud
Zhen Cetrn half rig/t a/org
Zh e ec/ge o Zhe Anl/.

(Note a gap between blocks of woodland
ahead, not to be confused with a clear
gap that comes into view after a short
distance).

On /‘edc/p'/?g a CrosSsy,
¢rack continue atread
Veet, lefl across the

grass lowards whal noeo

Zerns owd to be a 5&2}/ )
Zhe wood/and Aoana/dry, A
netmber of Seor gales
come into view ), hread For
Zhe 3&%@ al the end oF
2he Field beside a track
into Che woods.
722,@2 2Ais eoide z‘racé nto
a wood that 1h Season 1S
£illed wnith blwebells.



Contincte wrti/ a tarmac
drive ﬂ 1S reac hed and
Zetrn r{g/zz‘ past the
entrance o Heroletd
Packard 2o 2he end of
2he road barrier. Teirn
lef? Zaking the left-Hand
PA eolh green iron
Ffence on the rig/t,

passing the Universidy of
Zhe /SZ\Sf oF /and.
Contintte on the dirt path
ahead wrti! Zhe ring road
H | 1S reached. Tirn /et
dowon Che rinqg road a
short distance o Zhe
combined cyc/e/ Footpath
/eczc//hg Zo the MOD.
/4558_}/ Wood Aa//a///g.

An alterndative, noi sy,
short cuwt o Zhe Kffg
6:9_0/‘38 VI hh 1S
a/orgél‘c/e Station Koad. )
¢he ring road.)

When the

cyc/e/ footpath reaches
a roundaboctt, cross Zo
Che cwhrte perimeter
Fence and Curn r/ig/’ll‘
Following the Fence on
Zhe left 2o Zhe

‘deleries seciirit
ertrance (not the man
Securidy 3afe J/ASZ‘ Aeyono/
f/?e roana/aéoaz‘ >

Cross:. in Front of Chis
SeC LU 3625& Zake 2he
combined cyc/e/ Footpath
Zo the ertrance 2o Filton
Abbey tWood ral station

0. For buses and Zhe K/‘rg

éeorge VZ inn, wse the
station fooz‘érfcfge Zo
cross o the cpposite
p/az‘-/’orm and take the
pah /eaa///g Zo the
station car park.

A path, lef, leads into
/\/MZ‘ﬂe/c/ 6}‘0\/& a)/]fd/? )
Zetrn leads 2o Fildon
4%3/7{/(@.

The inn and bus stops are located right.

Walk devised by David James Bristol
Ramblers



E  Communications Tower






