Distance: 3.25miles

Walking Time: 1'/2hours
GRADE : Moderate/Hard 4

This walk starts and finishes on the A38 close to Rudgeway. Maps:
After crossing a fertile valley used for growing crops the route Explorer 167 Thornbury, Dursley
explores an attractive limestone ridge, rich in wildlife and & Yate
covered in a patchwork of calcareous grassland and ancient 1:25 000 scale
woodland. There is an opportunity to stop at the Fox Inn, a
popular free house in Old Down. Please take care, as some Landranger 172 Bristol & Bath
sections of path are steep and can become slippery in wet 1:50 000 scale
weather.

Grid Ref: ST 624 864

PUBLIC TRANSPORT INFORMATION

Only certain 309 journeys operate to/from Dursley providing a two hourly service, Monday to Saturday.

No service on Sundays and Bank Holidays. Get off the bus at Willis Brake woodland, this is the stop just past the lay-
by opposite Rudgeway Park. If in doubt ask the bus driver to tell you where to get off.

At the end of the walk you will return to the same spot on the A38. Walk in the direction of Thornbury and Gloucester
for approximately 300 metres and cross the road to the bus shelter. The return journey to Bristol is via the same
services as the outward journey, with buses running at similar frequency.

Please check the above timetables by phoning Traveline on 0870 608 2608 or log on to www.firstgroup.com

PUBLIC HOUSES/CAFES
Fox Inn Public House, Old Down 01454 412507

CREDITS AND FURTHER INFORMATION
Information for this walk has been provided by Olveston Parish Countryside Group, reproduced with kind permission
of South Gloucestershire Council.
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Sheepcombe Brake Ancient Woodland

Ancient woodland is defined as having continuous woodland cover since
at least 1600 AD, although some may be much older. Since ancient
woodlands have existed for so long they have developed a rich ground
flora and provide a diverse habitat for wildlife.This is certainly the case
for Sheepcombe Brake which has been actively managed in recent years.
Trees have been thinned; some have been coppiced and much laurel has
been removed.As you walk through the woodland note the dead hedge
on the right which was created to provide cover for small mammals.
Plants, which carpet the woodland floor, include hart's tongue and other
ferns, bluebell, wood anemones, spurge, wild garlic and red campion.The
largest trees are oak and ash with hazel, hawthorn and holly growing

underneath. Birds which may be seen in the area include: nuthatch, green

woodpecker, greater spotted woodpecker, tree creeper, long tailed tit,
great tit, blue tit, robin and blackbird.
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Old Down Quarry

The lower part of the quarry contains rich in-filled soil, providing good
conditions for a variety of herbaceous plants and trees. Mature trees
include ash, spindle, hawthorn, elder and oak. Other plants include wild
privet, dog rose and wild clematis.The area provides good habitat for
small mammals and insects. Following the steps to the upper quarry we
find the rock very close to the surface and the soil very thin. Mature
trees include hazel, hawthorn, field maple, ash and sycamore. Other
plants include catmint, marjoram, stonecrop, musk mallow, knapweed,
green alkanet, pyramidal orchid and wild privet.
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